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Landmark
Local Printer
Retires
Valley Voice printer Kay Larsen
has closed her print shop
Datastream after 35 years in the
business. Her work will be missed
by many.
Datastream’s clients included
everyone from small businesses to
church groups, political activists,
educational institutions, zinemakers
and small publishers.
Kay and her partner Tony, who have
lived in Aro Valley’s St. John Street,
just above the Park, since the early
1980s (before there was a park!)
bought Datastream with some friends
in 1982.
After returning from three years in
London Kay had worked for a few
months at Government Print where
she’d learned the basics of offset
printing and “fuelled by youthful
overconfidence” she agreed to buy
into the business.
As the print shop’s manager and
chief printer, Kay honed her skills
on the job, first with an old offset
machine with metal plates, mixing
her own inks, then with black and
white photocopiers and eventually
the new Fuji Xerox digital copiers,
always keeping up with technology.
Tony did the design and layout, Kay
made the paperwork sing. Blacks
were black. Colours were vivid.
Contrast was spot on.
Many customers remember their
original Victoria St premises in the
World Trade building.
Clients were many and varied. One
of the first customers through the
door was the Council for Educational
Research. The early 80s was a time
of political activism. Datastream’s

presses were at the forefront of local
campaigns for women’s health,
homosexual law reform, and the antinuclear movement in the 1980s and
90s, and the campaign to stop the
motorway ‘bypass’ that destroyed
Tonks Avenue, Footscray Ave and
parts of upper Cuba St in the early
2000s.
In Kay’s words, they printed “a wide
variety of information for the general
good of the community”. “I didn’t
always agree with what I printed, but
I always thought it was important,”
she says.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
Kay was unusual as a woman
working in the printing trade, and
women business owners in the inner
city supported each other. “Word
got round that there was a woman
running a printing business,” Kay
says.
Aro Valley photographer and
conservationist Julia Stace says: “I
initially went to them for business
stationery and finally for maps of
our long walking trail Te Araroa. In
between I had advice on printing my

Tanera Gully
Restoration
Project: Update
March 2017
Since the beginning of the
year there has been a BBQ for
volunteers and supporters. We
really appreciated the beer that the
Garage Project donated to go with
the sausages, straight and vegan.
We have made a submission to
the draft WCC Play Spaces Policy
committee that this patch of bush
so close to Aro Valley and the
city has future potential as a wild,
unstructured play area for the city’s
children. Nowadays children have
much smaller back yards and less
access to a bushy environment than
did previous generations.
On 12 February we had our first
2017 working bee for this year.
With the assistance of the motorised
wheel barrow the WCC Town Belt

		

mother’s poetry book and posters for
the WW1 seminar in 2014.”
In recent years they printed the
Valley Voice.
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In all their premises hung examples
and images of flax weaving, a sidelined passion that Kay may now
continue, as she relishes in the
euphoria of retirement.

After 17 years in Victoria St, the
business moved to Garrett St, off
Cuba. For the last three years they
were in the Trades Hall on Vivian
St on a month by month lease, until
the building was due for earthquake
strengthening. Facing a fourth move,
they decided instead that it must be
time to retire.

Kathleen Winter, a customer and
filmmaker realised Datastream’s
decades of importance in the city’s
social fabric and began a short film
on their business just before they
closed. This is due to be completed
by the end of the year.

Ranger Rachel McLelland brought
along, we removed a lot of rubbish
from the top end of the Gully. This
is where planting will be focused
this coming winter season. The
wet summer has been as good for
the weeds as it has been for the
high survival rate and exceptional
growth of the plants from the 2016
planting season.

Our several trap lines are checked
regularly and anecdotally bird life
appears to be on the increase. A pair
of Californian quail were sighted
recently with two chicks, probably
the last survivors of a larger clutch.

There will be monthly working
bees, usually on the first Sunday of
each month at 2-4 pm but because
of public holidays and so forth it
is best to check the Facebook page
for actual dates if you want to come
along. All are welcome, please
bring some gardening tools if you
can.
Find us on Facebook:
@TaneraRestoration
Another site of interest to people
following the ramping up of pest
control over the whole of Aotearoa
/ NZ is: www.predatorfreenz.org

In the interest of increasing the
bird species and numbers could
people whose houses are close to
Tanera Gully please keep their cats
indoors?
For more information please
contact:
Denis Asher:
denis.asher3@gmail.com or
Julia Stace:
jbwstace@gmail.com

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM AROUND THE VALLEY		

You may have noticed that the
sandpit in the Aro Valley Preschool
playground has disappeared. The
removal of the sandpit was a
requirement of the Wellington City
Council as part of the repair of the
playground safety matting. While
the new patch of artificial grass has
many potential uses, a preschool
playground without a sandpit is
truly, well you know, ‘the pits’. The
preschool is looking for community
support to build a new, even more
awesome, sandpit.

The preschool would like to build
a new sandpit; one that is enclosed,
with decking, sun protection and
drainage – the most awesome of
sandpits! As well as keeping the
sand contained, an enclosed sandpit
will also help support some of the
preschool children with special needs
whose access to the sand needs to be
managed and monitored.
While the preschool has had some
generous contributions towards the
project, including from the Terawhiti
Trust, we still have a way to go to
reach our target. If you have fond
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From the Community
Co-ordinators

It’s the Pits!!

A sandpit is a fantastic learning
resource. Children gain confidence,
they have fun with spontaneous
play and learn strategies for active
exploration, thinking and reasoning.
Sand play gives children the
opportunity to develop useful social
interaction skills while playing
alongside other children. And let’s
face it, it’s just fun.

MARCH 2017

Aro Valley Book Exhange
Everyone loves a really good book. But
the real joy in a good book is telling
others about it and lending it out. Aro
Valley Community Centre wants to
spread the reading love, so we are going
to be starting our own book exchange.

sandpit memories then perhaps think
about sending some support the
preschool’s way. One way you can do
this is by donating on the preschool’s
givealittle page - https://givealittle.
co.nz/cause/aropreschoolsandpit. We
would also love to hear from people
who might have interest and skills in
doing the construction work.
The sandpit in the preschool
playground has brought joy to many
children (and adults) over the years.
It has been the building site for
wondrous architectural creations and
epic excavations; a sanctuary for
sensory discovery; a hiding place for
buried treasure at the Aro Fair; and a
forum for differences negotiated and
friendships formed. We hope that a
new sandpit will provide many more
such opportunities for the children of
Aro Valley into the future.
Thanks Aro Valley!

Located at 48 Aro Street in the heart of Aro
Valley, we cater for children aged 2 to 5
years, Monday to Friday 8.30am to 2.30pm
Open from the last week in January through
to the end of Term 4 in December
FREE early childhood education for 3 and 4
year olds for up to 20 hours per week
We have places available now !
A community playgroup also operates on
Tuesdays from 3.30 to 5.00
Email: info@arovalleypreschool.nz

Bring along a book you have loved and
exchange it for another. If you turn up
without a book that’s fine, take a book
and pass it on.
The books can be children’s, fiction or
non-fiction. If you like, include a blurb
as to why you really enjoyed it
Can you help us get started by donating
a book or two to the Aro Valley book
exchange?
If you do please get in touch with Krissy
on community@arovalley.org.nz or come
and see me in the office.

Pay it Forward Day
- Monday 1 May
International Pay It Forward day is on
Friday 28 April and the Community
Centre wants to make a day of it.
Although at the community centre we
will celebrate it on Monday 1st May.
The Pay It Forward concept is all about
doing something helpful for someone
else and then asking that they pay it
forward, so the circle of generosity and
kindness begins. Rather than it just
being a one day event, why not make it
something that the community does on a
regular basis?
On Monday 1st May the Aro Valley
Community Centre is going to kick start
the Aro Community Pay It Forward
campaign by spreading some love and
kindness.
Can you give free massages for a couple
of hours, cook a meal for someone or run
a free class at the community centre? All
ideas and suggestions welcome. If you
would like to be involved and help start
the Pay It Forward drive please contact
Krissy at community@arovalley.org.nz
or come and see me in the office.
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Let’s Say NO
to Plastic Bags
“New Zealanders use around 1.6
billion single-use plastic bags every
year” (http://action.greens.org.nz/noplastic-bags).
In 2016 Aro Valley had a successful
campaign to go plastic bag free in July.
But why wait for July to come around
again when we can start making
positive changes right now that benefit
our environment and our health. Many
groups are witnessing the damaging
effects on wildlife due to plastic bags
and as a result thirty countries and 170
states have either banned or placed a
levy on single-use plastic bags. New
Zealand has taken up soft plastic
recycling at many supermarkets, but is
yet to formally ban the sale of plastic
bags. (http://www.stuff.co.nz/life-style/
nz-life-leisure/74493840/Is-it-timeNew-Zealand-banned-plastic-bags).
The Aro Valley Community Centre
would like to support a program
that will supply local business with
hand-made (from recycled fabrics)
and used bags to keep in their store
for customers to take as they need
and return when they are done. The
concept is for the bags to be borrowed
and returned to bag drop stations in
town, so that plastic bags will not
be needed. This will be part of the

Waste and
Sculpture
Workshop

The Aro Valley Community Centre
joined with 2017 CubaDupa site
Manager KJ Smith (an Aro Valley
resident) and local artist and
educator, Irena Kennedy in their
project to reduce waste at Cuba
Dupa Festival. CubaDupa 2017 is
working towards being a Zero Waste
event, meaning the event will be
planned and operated so that as little
waste as possible goes to landfill by
separating and sending recycling and
compostable waste elsewhere to be
used as resources.
In an effort to reduce waste at Cuba
Dupa, with the goal of 50% diversion

growing “Boomerang Bag” movement
in Australia and currently campaigning
in Wellington with working bees
underway.
Plastic bags never “go away” just
because we send them off to landfill
or recycling. There actually is no
“away”. Plastic does not biodegrade,
it photodegrades (breaks up into tiny
little pieces). It is estimated that this
process can take at least 100 years,
but we really have not been able to
test this. In the meantime we continue
to let this chemically manipulated
product leach into our soils, waterways
and threaten our wildlife and delicate
ecosystems.
So let’s not wait for someone to ‘Ban
the Bag’, let’s just make the changes
ourselves. Having your own carry bags
and produce bags are a great place to
start. For those times when you forget
your bag or accidently grab a few more
items than you planned, bags are kept

from landfill, sculpture lids will be
covering the street bins in order to
deter people using them incorrectly
and also so that festival goers will
use the appropriate waste stations.
Irena has been running workshops
to create these sculptures from
waste. The workshops are for
children, who not only learn some
sculpture techniques, but learn
about the impacts of waste and
packaging. These bin lids aim to
create awareness about the issues
of waste, recycling and plastics in
our environment and the importance
of understanding what we can and
cannot recycle and the correct ways
to do so.
The Aro Valley Community Centre
was the first site for the workshops
and some amazing sculptures were
created. The Aro Valley Fair will be

in the shops for you to borrow and then
return when you are done. There is no
need for all of us to go out and buy
carry bags, we can re-use the textiles
and pimp up what we have to create
beautiful bags.
We would love to have some
volunteers for sewing, cutting,
organising textiles or to bring
donations of old bags or materials.
T-shirt donations will also be much
appreciated (please make sure they
are washed). These donations can be
dropped at the Aro Valley Community
Centre.
If you would like to know more about
Boomerang Bags Wellington or assist
in the project please contact Sarah at
the Aro Valley Community Centre on
384 8499, at developer@arovalley.org.
nz.or just pop into the office.

displaying the lid sculptures made
at this workshop, so make sure you
keep an eye out for these creative,
original and environmentally
conscious sculptures at the fair and
dispose of your waste correctly.

“Ollie Octopus” made by Max and
Sean 8 years old. “Coffee cups can’t
be recycled”
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Councillor
Iona Pannett

As I write this, the sun is finally shining
after a sometimes miserable summer
weather wise and what a relief. 2017 has
got off to a good start with the Council
busy on a number of fronts, including on
issues which Valleyites may have a strong
interest in.

Kill the
Killer Vines

Somehow blue passionfruit vine has
got established in the rougher areas
of Tanera Park. It has now spread into
gardens in Epuni St. This and banana
passionfruit have fruits eaten by birds
who then spread their seeds far and
wide. The young vines head for the
canopy where they can grow huge,
smothering the host tree and eventually
killing it with their weight.
Unfortunately banana passionfruit,
with its dangling pink trumpets of
flowers, is too widespread to be
controlled by WRC, but we should pull
it out ourselves whenever we find it in
the wild.
As blue passionfruit is still present in
low numbers in Wellington the WRC
is eradicating all known plants with
the intention of preventing this weed
getting established in Wellington. If
anyone in Epuni St – or elsewhere
– sees this climber in their garden,
please report it to WRC. It is very
similar to the edible passionfruit and
is distinguished by its leaves which

have 5 lobes as compared to the edible
passionfruit’s three.
If you can find where the vines are
growing in the ground, when they
are young and small, both these
passionfruit species are easy to uproot.
This kills them dead without any need
for spray. For bigger vines please call
the WRC as they will need poisoning.
WRC will record the site and check it
again, monitoring it in case any new
plants appear from the seed source that
could be in the ground below the vine
and persist for some years.
For advice and assistance please
contact:
Katrina Merrifield - Wellington
Regional Council - Biosecurity Officer
(Plants)
Katrina.Merrifeild@gw.govt.nz
For more information on and images of
blue passionfruit
http://www.weedbusters.org.nz/weedinformation/passiflora-caerulea/59/
Julia Stace, Aro Valley Restoration
Group.

We look forward to continue to work with
you on a partnership basis as we redevelop
the community hall. I am pleased with
the progress that has been made on this
project and am grateful to those leading
the work in the community for the many
hours that they have already put in.
Protecting green space and the character
of the Valley continues to be an issue
with the prospect of the University
selling some of its buildings and the
continuing popularity of the Polhill Gully
for mountain bikers and other users.
Work will be done to look at whether a
new track is built in the Gully and there
is a commitment to working with the
university and the community to try and
ensure inappropriate development does
not occur if the properties are sold. The
Council has limited resources so it would
be difficult to see how Council could buy
them but I do believe we have a role in
protecting the character of the Valley. I
also hope that we will make some progress
on acquiring land to add to the Town Belt
in Devon St Gully.
On the housing front, there are plans to
build more houses as prices remain high
and a Rental Warrant of Fitness remains a
priority for many of us. A place like Aro
Valley would greatly benefit from such an
initiative so action must be taken given the
Government has largely resisted change in
this area.
Iona Pannett 021-227-8509
iona.pannett@wcc.govt.nz.
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ARO JAM

Tuesdays at 3.30pm and 4.15pm,
Aro Community Centre
This is a jam that kids can join every
Tuesday. We have fun and make loud
noises and play instruments. You can
bring your own, and your kids will
have fun and discover new music,
sing songs, old kids, small kids even brothers and sisters playing
games and finding new things to do:)
This is at the community centre with
Hannah and Ruby Mae . After you
can play at the preschool but maybe
only if your parents say so. We hope
you come and SEE US AND HAVE
FUN IN ARO VALLEY.
Phoebe Unwin
For my info see the Aro Jam Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/arojammusicacademy/

PRIVATE GUITAR
LESSONS
Are you looking for a fun and
engaging, experienced guitar teacher?
Whether you are interested in
learning the guitar, experimenting
with different styles and genres, or
you want to successfully undertake
music exams I am here to help you
achieve your musical ambitions.
I am a New Zealand School of Music
graduate who is striving to create a
vibrant classical guitar community
in Wellington. Classical guitar has
not been seen as a viable instrument
in Wellington due to a shortage of
tutors, however I am devoted to
seeing this change. I have a number
of years of experience teaching
students of all ages and backgrounds
in both individual and group lessons,
so if you are an adult who is looking
to enrol your child in private guitar
lessons, or perhaps you are wanting
lessons for yourself I am the person
to come to.
For more information please do not
hesitate to get in touch with me.
Royden Smith
Bachelor of Music (Honours, First
Class) royden.smith@gmail.com
0220828641

Beginner Class: Thursday 12:30pm-2:00pm
Elementary Class: Thursday 9:30am-11:30am
Intermediate Class: Tuesday 9:30am-11:30am
Term 1: 14th February-13th April
Term 2: 2nd May- 6th July

Information Session
Tuesday the 7th Feb 10 am at
the Aro Valley Community
Centre

Aro Valley Community Centre: community@arovalley.org.nz – 04 3848499

MARCH 2017
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Grant ROBERTSON

Your MP in Wellington
04 801 8079
office@grantrobertson.co.nz
fb.com/GrantRobertsonLabour
@grantrobertson1
220 Willis St, Wellington

Authorised by Grant Robertson, 220 Willis Street

Summer
Harvest

Despite poor weather of this Summer,
the Secret Garden is still buzzing
with bees enjoying the borage and
calendula flowers and produce that is
almost ready for harvest, including
a healthy amount of tomatoes. The
end of Summer is the perfect time
to preserve not just tomatoes, but all
your fresh veggies so that you can
enjoy them year round and not waste
a single morsel. With Aro Valley
having plenty of well-established
fruit trees, get the jars sterilised and
join forces with a neighbour or friend
to combine all of your produce.

Here is a great recipe for tomato
chutney and if you have not had any
luck in your own garden, cooking
tomatoes are cheap and it saves them
ending up in our landfill.
If you would like to know more
about the Secret Garden or The
Orchard and join in with Kai-o-teAro, you can visit their facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/
groups/kaiotearo/ or contact Sarah at
the Aro Valley Community Centre on
developer@arovalley.org.nz and she
will point you in the right direction.
Ingredients
• 250 g red onions
• 500 g tomatoes
• 1 fresh red chilli
• 75 ml red wine vinegar
• 140 g brown sugar
Method
1.Peel and finely slice the onions,
roughly chop the tomatoes and
deseed and finely slice the chilli.

2.Put everything in a pan, season
to taste and stir well to combine.
Simmer for 30 to 40 minutes or until
jammy. Pour into a sterilised jar
and leave to cool. Keeps for up to 4
weeks in the fridge. Perfect on toast
with a chunk of cheddar.

Indian
Cooking Class
We are looking for interested people
to participate in an Indian Cooking
Class. These classes will be held
on a weekday in the morning at the
Aro Valley Community Centre. The
classes will be free and will cover
many Indian cooking techniques
and dishes. We will confirm times
and days once we have an idea
of numbers. If you would like to
know more, please contact Sarah at
the Aro Valley Community Centre
developer@arovalley.org.nz or on
3848499
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Tree News.
Pine Tree Removal
Durham St

The WCC has advised us that the
huge over-mature pine tree near the
intersection of Durham St and Durham
Cres is due to be removed as it’s roots
are causing the road surface to buckle.
Also this land mark tree has become
a liability as it threatens to endanger a
lot of houses in Aro St below, should it
fall over. This work is be carried out
around the end of February. There is
still a bushy area of large trees close by,
spread over three properties who choose
to leave it like that. These trees provide
the many native birds, which include tui,
grey warblers, morepork, kereru, kaka
and occasionally falcons and kingfishers,
with good cover and high perches.
We note with great regret the removal
of the blue cedar Cedrus atlantica in the
grounds of Philosophy House recently.
Although it was on private property
many people passing in the bus gazed
at it daily and appreciated its shape and
blue beauty.
So many trees are being cut down.

Historic Tree Register

Can anyone suggest suitable mature
trees in Aro Valley which we could put
forward for consideration for the city’s
Historic Tree Register?
The two gums in Aro Park are only
safe as long as the Wellington City
Council are happy with them. They
have no protection beyond being on
Council ground. They are the last trees
from the public planting done in the
1970s by Aro Valley residents when

they secured the park for the valley.
Our park was then the site of a disused
Catholic School. So many people
are bonded with the trees which they
helped plant. The huge one once had a
plaque to commemorate this event but
the growth at the base of the tree has
swallowed it up!
If you see trees being cut down and
are concerned that they may have
protected status, as do several in Abel
Smith St, William Melville is the
WCC Trees Hotline Officer who will
be able to tell you whether the work
is being done with WCC permission,
or not. Many people in Aston Towers
were concerned with the pruning of
a London plane tree on the building
site in Inverlochy Place on Waitangi
Day. William Melville responded

the sun picking fruit, we would love
to hear from you at the Community
Centre. Alternatively, if you have an
abundance of fruit and would like to
make sure it is not wasted you can
donate it to the Community Centre.
If we get enough fruit, we will run
some workshops on how to best use
it.

Fruit Picking

As it is the perfect time to pick fruit
we would love to make sure the fresh
Aro Valley produce is enjoyed. If
you have or know of any fruit trees
in the valley that need to be picked
or if you would like to spend time in

Please contact Sarah or Krissy at the
Aro Valley Community Centre:
Ph: 384 8499
email: developer@arovalley.org.nz

immediately, turning up on a public
holiday to investigate. He reassured us
that the work was being done by Simon
Palmer of ProArb, a WCC approved
arborist who has been in the tree caring
business since 2001 who had all the
necessary WCC permits to do the
pruning work. We learnt that this fine,
mature tree has never been registered
as an historic tree, unlike the Norfolk
pine, the eucalypt, the poplar and the
magnolia nearby.
Anyone with suggestions for trees
suitable for the protection the historic
trees register would give, please email
me to discuss further. Trees on public
or private property, native or exotic,
are eligible for consideration.
Julia Stace
jbwstace@gmail.com
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Site Development Workshop:
Our Plan for Our Centre
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“There is no power
for change greater
than a community”
Margaret Wheatley

Happy New Year everybody. I hope
you’ve had a restful and restorative break
and maybe even found some summer
somewhere…

Facilitated by Anne Cunningham
and Cally O’Neill.

Then, together, we will work out our
priorities for our common spaces.

Saturday 1st April 11:30am -3:30pm

Everyone is welcome - we look
forward to welcoming friends and
neighbours, new and old.

It’s time to work out what we want
our architects to do: together we
will set them a brief. First we will
review the many ideas and thoughts
generated so far - during interviews,
questionnaires and the weekend
long Festival of Place. These ideas
show how diverse Aro Valley is,
and how much we have in common.

Bring kai to share: At the end of
the workshop there’s a chance
to catch up with your Aro Valley
neighbours and meet your architects.
Homemade or store bought food - all
contributions are welcome.

The AVCC is back in full swing and
gearing up for some big events – the
best little fair in Wellington and the
Arolympics - I hope you’re training is
going well and your street is all ready to
go for gold. Check out our website www.
arovalley.org.nz, and the Arolympics face
book page for more details.
The community engagement on the
Community Centre Upgrade continues.
Many of you have contributed ideas
and suggestions and soon we will be
distilling those ideas into a cohesive
design.
We’re currently working out ways to
feed back the information you’ve shared.
This should start in the weeks leading up
to the fair and the workshop on the 1st
April (see details later) will bring all that
work together.
We’ve been sending out questionnaires
and interviewing people separately to try
and ensure we reflect the diversity of the
valley.

Park(ing) Day - asking how
to better use public space
The annual Park(ing) Day is to be held
this year on Friday 10 March. This
event is part of an annual open-sourced
global event where citizens, artists and
designers collaborate temporarily to
transform parking spaces into living
parks.
The mission of Park(ing) Day is to call
attention to the need for more urban open
space, to generate debate around how
public space is created and allocated,
and to improve the quality of the urban
habitat. There is also a $500 award to the
space judged by the public (in a People’s
Choice Award based on votes on the day)
to be the best.
The Wellington City Council has
supported this initiative by providing
up to 30 parking spaces for the day in
2015 and 2016 - and again in 2017.
And the Wellington Sculpture Trust
has picked up the mantle of organising
the event as an extension of its efforts
to energise the city with a range of
creative contemporary sculptures, most
permanent but some also temporary.

The Trust sees the Day as an opportunity
to support a new form of public artistic
and creative expression that is very
temporary and short-term, but open to
all.
Applications are closed, but if you want
to be provoked and inspired by the ways
in which the spaces are used, mark in
your diary Friday 10 March. Maps
showing the locations of spaces will be
available on the day, as well as on the
Trust’s website.
None of the spaces are in Aro Street.
Happily, it is not yet part of the CBD!
But those of us living here all have our
own views on public spaces in the CBD
which most of us spend a lot of time in.
So have your say! or go for a wander on
the day to help make it part of the vibrant
city that we all enjoy so much.
For more information check out http://
www.sculpture.org.nz/news-and-events/
events
Julian Ludbrook
Trustee of the Wellington Sculpture Trust
(and resident of the Valley)

Earlier this month we hosted a meeting
on Victoria University’s proposed land
disposal. Many people raised concerns
about the future of the properties. It was
agreed that the most effective way to
claim individual and community interests
is through the WCC. The WCC has the
opportunity to purchase the properties as
part of the legal process of disposal.
If you have an interest or concern or
would like to be kept informed, please
email AVCC at secretary@arovalley.org.
nz. We will coordinate further discussion
on the collective interests, and initiate
direct contact with the WCC once the
appropriate person has been identified.
The AVCC is run by a bunch of
committed and busy volunteers. We
are always interested in your ideas and
suggestions especially if you’re willing
to pitch in to support or assist. Call in to
see Sarah or Krissy or drop us a line via
the secretary.
Until next time. Ka kite ano
Hilary and Luke
Co-chairs AVCC
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their father who had been sent to the
forests of Siberia earlier.
As the war wore on, when Russia
changed allegiances, the Poles were
given amnesty and Persia generously
offered sanctuary.
From Siberia, with all their possessions
in a small sled, they had to walk
for two weeks, then caught a train
to Isfahan in Persia. Here they
recuperated until leaving for New
Zealand in October 1944 on the
General Randall with 834 other Polish
orphans and caregivers.

Longtime Aro Valley resident Joe
Glowacz, passed away at the end of
last year at the age of 84.
He had lived since the 1960s at 116
Aro St, next door to the property
purchased a decade earlier by his
older brother Tony (1930-1981) for his
mother and her three sons; Joe, and
Stan (1934-2014) being the other two.
He had come a long way from his
hometown in Dubno, Poland where
their journey into the unknown had
begun in the early hours of the 10th
of February 1940 with a knock on the
door. Apolonia (1900-1976) gathered
her boys (5,7,9yrs) and necessities
together in the hour she was given
before deportation to Siberia. It was
during the two year period they spent
there that they heard of the death of

Condolences to Iona
Many Valleyites were shocked and
saddened to learn of the death from
cancer of Allen Walley, husband of our
popular and diligent local Councillor,
Iona Pannett, on 5 February. Several
representatives of the Aro Valley
Community Council attended the
funeral on 11 February.
A prominent media personality and
journalist, Allen’s companionship and
support of Iona and their two young
children was instrumental in enabling
her to play such an active role in the
meetings and events in this part of our
City Council (Lambton) ward – so
much so that many of us tend to forget

Joe returned to Poland several times
over the years and, in May 1966,
brought back with him his wife Maria.
He was practically minded and good
with his hands, fixing and mending
things around his house. His working
life was spent as a book binder.
In recent years, he caught the 10.10am
bus most mornings into town to do a
bit of op-shopping before attending
midday mass at St Mary’s where for
many years he sang in the choir.
When the St Vincent de Paul shop
opened directly opposite his home
in 2012, Joe became a regular visitor
helping the manager, Heather, to put
out and bring in the stands and to
sweep up the leaves.
He is survived by his wife Maria,
children Anna, Paul and John and his
grandson Johnny Bentley.

The Aro Valley Community
Centre is looking for a volunteer
or volunteers to create a short
video of our famous Aro Valley
Fair. If you have any filming
or editing skills or just have a
creative eye and will be able to
be at the fair on the 11th March,
please contact Sarah or Krissy at
developer@arovalley.org.nz or
call 384 8499
From one of our loyal hall users:
The community centre’s Monday
night Capoeira group is missing
a red and black bag containing
a bunch of traditional Capoeira
instruments including several painted
and unpainted gourds, a 2 tone bell,
a bamboo scraper, several woven
shakers, 2 tambourine like instruments
and a number of sticks. A portable
sound system and a bracelet have
also gone missing. If you have any
information about this please contact
Bobby on bobbysemau@gmail.com.
Thanks.

As told to Jo Brien & Julia Stace
February 2017

that she actually lives in far off Mt
Victoria! Our heartfelt condolences go
to Iona and the children.
Brent Efford

Editor: Brent Efford
Distribution: Krissy Cloutman
All contributions and feedback to:
aro.voice@gmail.com or 384 8499
Valley Voice published on behalf of
Aro Valley Community Council
48 Aro St, Wellington
AVCC
Co-chairs: Luke Allen and Hilary Unwin
Secretary: Heather Mackay
Treasurer: Rachel Griffiths
Committee Members: Brent Efford, Jay
Buzenberg, Jo Brien, Karen MacIntyre,
Madeleine Rashbrooke, Nicole Benkert,
Roland Sapsford, Chris Carey-Smith,
Catherine Carey-Smith,
Zeke O’Connor-Sapsford
Aro Valley Community Centre
community@arovalley. 04 384 8499
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REGULAR ARO VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE USERS
Day
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
CSA Organic
pick up

Saturday

Sunday

Time

Group and Cost

Contact

7:15 am – 8:15 am

Tai Chi Class
free

Lynsey
021 267 6638

6.00 pm – 8.00 pm

Capoeira
$10 per class
$50 for 8 classes

Bobby Semau
027 696 1708
bobbysemau@gmail.com

8.00pm – 9.30pm

Tai Chi with John Young

Craig Wallace
382 8135
tozot@outlook.com

9.30 – 11.30

ESOL – Intermediate Class
Koha donation

community@arovalley.org.nz
384 8499

12.00- 12.45 pm
During school term

Sit and Be Fit
$3 per class

Kathy McConville: teacher
Contact Community Coordinator
3848499 / community@arovalley.org.nz

1.00 – 2.00 pm

Hair for you @ Aro Valley
Haircuts $20 and under

Kellie
027 800 7432 / kllwtkns@gmail.com

3.30 – 5.00pm

Aro Jam
Introductory Music Programme

Hannah and Ruby
arovalleyjam@gamil.com
facebook.com/aromusicacademy

6.00 – 7.00 pm

Yoga with Katie
$5.00 class

Aro Valley Community Centre
community@arovalley.org.nz

7.10 – 9.10

Taiko Drumming

Jessie Gibbs
narukamitaiko@gmail.com

7:15 am – 8:15 am

Tai Chi Class
free

Lynsey
021 267 6638

10.00-11.00am

Open Yoga Class with Bridget
Koha donation

Aro Valley Community Centre
community@arovalley.org.nz

6.00 pm – 8.00 pm

Starjam

wellington@starjam.org
212 4971 / 021 782 866

9.30-11.30am

ESOL – Intermediate Class

Community Centre
community@arovalley.org.nz / 384 8499

12.30 – 2.00pm

ESOL – Beginner Class

Community Centre
community@arovalley.org.nz / 384 8499

2.00-2.30pm
3.30-4.00pm

Pre-School Dance Classes with Debbie

Debbie: info@db4dance.co.nz www.db4dance.co.nz

6.00 pm – 7.00 pm

Samba from Brazil
Hillary Reid & Fabiola Stevenson
$10 per class

Hillary Reid
021 230 8732
Hillary.Reid@vuw.ac.nz

7.30 pm – 9 pm

Yoshukai Karate
$10 or pay what you can afford. Includes 2nd weekly
class at Northland Community Centre

Colin Berry
475 9985 / 027 249 5342
Cberry2020@gmail.com

7.30 am – 8.30 am

Tai Chi Class
free

Lynsey
021 267 6638

10.30 am – 12.00 noon
During school term

Sing For Your Life – Community singing
Come along any time to have a great sing & a cuppa.
$8 a time or $60 a term.

Julian Raphael
802 5398
communitymusic@xtra.co.nz

9.00 am – 10.00 am

Yoga With Bridget
$5 per class

community@arovalley.org.nz
ph: 384 8499

10.30 – 11.00am

Pre-School Dance Class with Debbie

Debbie: info@db4dance.co.nz www.db4dance.co.nz

1.00 pm – 3.00 pm
First Saturday of every month

Capoeira
free

Bobby Semau
027 696 1708
bobbysemau@gmail.com

11.00 – 12.30pm

AfroBrazilian Dance

Yovana
yovana.lienqueo.m@gmail.com

7.00pm-9.00pm

Taiko Drumming

Jessie Gibbs
narukamitaiko@gmail.com
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